Kiwi couple blamed
for bagel mania '

bagel is a hagel is a
bagel, Right? Not
when Lhevre ABE'S*

el Ragels,

With ABE'S* Real Bagels you
also gl recipes, a cyberypale
bagel café, a toaster and
branded merchamudizse, an
extremely  amusing  and
informative webs site ... oh,
and o bakess dosen ol
different varieties of bagels.
Anmd, wa owners  Megan
Sargent andd Hrent Milbum
will tell you, you also get a
It pomianee,

Megan and Brent founded
ANCS® In 178, Thoir alm: ta
lake advantage of a gap in
ihe market and ineroduce
bagels to an uneducated New

Lealand public.

Now the company
distributes  its  dellclous
sticari-draked  bagels
Pooctrwn and Woalworths
supermarkels throughout the
{IH.II“E.

The husiness has been s
aucoiaful, Mogun and lrenl
have downsized the retail
operation 1o coneentinle on
developing the wholesale
sde of ARE'S®,

Like all gosisd enlieplioneurs,
the bagel ploneers have
passion  lor what they'me
tesing.

When they opened the fird
ABES* Heal Bagels bakery
and caff mn Avcklamd seven
yoears ago, the duo had

alrcady  spenl  substantial
e dn the United States
researching bagels  and
grnerally lelting bagel-mania
winali oves Lhem.

Megan became convineoed
New Lealanders woubl iake
to the taste of bagels abler
hobidaying in the counlry
that 15 the unotficial home ol
the bagel. Brent followed her

to America 10
learn Tnvw L bake =)
suthentic bagels. [
Together Lhey
bhought o set of
gl equipment.
In 1996 they brought this
knowledge and enthusiasm
back to ew Fealand, calling
on the bagels Hebrew
heritage for the hrand narme
Abe, short Tor Alrahnm.
Wow L company is MNow
Fenland's biggest bagel baler
and employs more than J0
[recsplie.

Uriginally the pair
envisioned ABE'S* to be a
chaln of retoll owilets, bul
the focus changed when
Progressive Friterprises askod
them 1o supply bagels for IS

supermarkels  three  years
BT
Supermarket orders were

inivally filled  from _ihe

Inmer-vity Dagel bakery but
irsereasing Semand moont o

igger Auckland-hased
whalesale facility had o be
develaped to supply

supermatkets threnughout the
North [sland.

In January 2003 lhe
company eapanded agaln,
opening a calé and bakery in
Christuhurch 1o supply
Sonsth Island supermackets,
ABE'S* was the fint
hagel-baker  In
Mew Zealanad 1o
itram-bake,
producing 4
slightly sofler,
lomger-keeplng
bagel than Lhe
graudiiional
Bsisiled- then-baked

preoaduadt,

Megan and Brent have alao
recenlly begun producing
bonwlial bagel crisps and they
now expect to cxpand the
campany's production  Nne
to keep up with demnand.

Origlnally made hy  the
Jewish community in Foland
abuuat 400 years ago, Bagels
wore i ome Ume given 1o
women ai & lraditional gift
aftes childbisih,

Jewish settiers last cemtury
hrowght bagels 1o the United
sutcs, Check out ABE'S® Real
Bagtls fum and informative
with site at www bagels.conng
for recipes and merchandise
poed Iobs moes about Bagels,



